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Part 1: Children’s 
Participation as a 
human right



Article 12(1) 
UN 
Convention
On the 
Rights of the 
Child

States Parties shall assure to the child 
who is capable of forming his or her 
own views the right to express those 
views freely in all matters affecting the 
child, 

the views of the child being given due 
weight in accordance  with the age and 
maturity of the child.”



Article 7 (3)
 UNCRPD

States Parties shall ensure that children 
with disabilities have the right to express 
their views freely on all matters affecting 
them, their views being given due weight 
in accordance with their age and 
maturity, on an equal basis with other 
children, and to be provided with 
disability and age-appropriate 
assistance to realize that right.



Which 
decisions?



A right of individuals

 and 

A  right of groups of 
children



A  right in itself and a 
means of realizing all  
other rights
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Part 2: The 
benefits of 

child 
participation



What difference 
does it make?



Child 
protection



The impact on 
all aspects of 
education



a  virtuous 
circle



Participation 
and 
well-being

‘Merely allowing students to express their 
opinions without having any impact on decisions 
and choices that are made is not enough to 
promote their wellbeing at school…if students 
express their opinions and then perceive that 
their opinions are not listened to or seriously 
considered when making decisions, then their 
wellbeing is not improved..

Anderson, D. L., Graham, A. P., Simmons, C., & Thomas, N. P. (2022). 
Positive links between student participation, recognition and wellbeing 
at school. International Journal of Educational Research, 111, 101896.



Part 3: The 
Lundy Model



What does 
Article 12 
require?

 “Each of these abbreviations is 
an imperfect summary  and can 

potentially undermine its 
implementation.”   Lundy 2007  

The Voice of the Child/ 
Student Voice?

The Right to be Heard?

The Right to Participate?



• SPACE: Children must be given the 
opportunity  to express a view

• VOICE: Children must be facilitated 
to express their views

• AUDIENCE: The view must be 
listened to.

• INFLUENCE: The view must be 
acted upon, as appropriate.



• Prostor (Space): Dětem musí být vytvořena bezpečná a 
inkluzivní příležitost k vyjádření jejich názorů.

• Hlas (Voice): Děti musí mít možnost své názory 
zformovat a vyjádřit, přičemž je důležitá dobrovolnost 
a volba formy komunikace.

• Publikum (Audience): Názory dětí musí být vyslyšeny 
relevantními osobami s rozhodovací pravomocí přes 
oficiální komunikační kanály.

• Vliv (Influence): Názorům dětí musí být přikládána 
náležitá váha a děti musí dostat zpětnou vazbu o tom, 
jak byl jejich příspěvek využit. 



SPACE

 “assure to 
the child”

Actively created

Safe 

Inclusive



European Agency for 
Special Needs and 
Inclusive Education: 
Voices into Action



How can you include 
‘all children?’…



 VOICE Voluntary

Choice in mode of 
expression

Supported to form and 
express views





The right to 
Information 
is a 
pre-requisite



AUDIENC
E

Active listening

All relevant 
decision-makers

Formal channels of 
communication





INFLUENCE Realistic

Transparent

Feedback and follow-up



Thrive Trust: Pop up Parliaments and Voice Dashboards



Ireland’s Department of Education: 
Student Participation Unit



2. 

Part 4:
Putting it into 

practice





Checking with 
children that 
they felt that 

their voice was 
listened to 



 Scan the QR to read the 
accompanying blog:



“It’s not the gift 
of adults. It’s 
the right of the 
child” 

(Lundy 2007)


